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Abstract

Social development is a concept with multiple definitions. Very few studies
have attempted to locate the similarities and dissimilarities among these
definitions. The purpose of this speech is to lay out a strategy that takes into
account the various theories underlying the current definitions of social
development. The definition of social development developed here not only
offers a lucid description but also clearly outlines a strategy to measure and
evaluate the success of social development programs.

Keywords: Confirmatory factor analysis, Measurement, Social Development, Well-being

! Vijayan K. Pillai, PhD, FRSPH, is editor of Social Development Issues. He is professor, School of Social
Work, University of Texas at Arlington, Arlington, TX.

This keynote speech was delivered at the sixth biennial international conference on Social Work - Soci
Development and Sustainable Development Goals jointly organized by the International Consortium ft
Social Development (Asia-Pacific Branch) and the Department of Sociology, University of Peradeniya, S
Lanka, on September 29, 2016.

The JHS acknowledges and appreciates the permission of the author and publisher to reprint this paper whic
was first published in Social Development Issues, Vol. 39, No.1, 2017



